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L Request for Continued Examination 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1,114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submissions filed on 6/16/06 and 
5/25/06 have been entered, 
ill. Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 112 

The following is a quotation from the relevant paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

(2) The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1. Claims 1-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention 

1.1. With respect to claims 1-2, 12-13, 24-25, 35-36, and 47, the phrase, "said hand from 
the first process" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear how the hand is 
involved in the first process. 

1.2. With respect to claims 1-2, 12-13, 24-25, 35-36, and 47, the phrase, "conveying... at 
a predetermined position" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear how 
something can be conveyed at a position. 

1.3. With respect to claims 1-2, 12-13, 24-25, 35-36, and 47, the phrase, "the container 
held by the first robot" lacks antecedent basis since there is no previous recitation of 
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the container held by the first robot, merely a robot that is capable of holding a 
container. 
11. Claim Rejections - 35 USC 8 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this OflTice action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claim(s) 1-47 is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by NELSON 
(US 6,723,174). 

1.1. With respect to claim 1, NELSON discloses a first robot having an articulated arm 
(912) and hand (910) for holding and taking out a container and conveying the 
container to a predetermined position (900), a second robot for taking out an object 
contained in the container (970). 

1.2. With respect to claim 2, NELSON discloses a first robot having an articulated arm 
(912) and hand (910) for holding and taking out a container and conveying the 
container to a predetermined position, a second robot with a sensor (980) for taking 
out an object contained in the container. 

1.3. With respect to claim 3, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot changing 
position of the container. 

1.4. With respect to claim 4, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot changing 
position of the container. 
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1.5. With respect to claim 5/1 and 5/2, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot 
having a sensor (7 1 4). 

1.6. With respect to claim 6/1 and 6/2, NELSON additionally discloses a signal indicating 
the number of objects remaining in the container. (Col. 14 Li. 41-58) 

1 .7. With respect to claim 7/1 and 7/2, NELSON additionally discloses a signal output if 
the number of objects remaining in the container satisfies a predetermined condition. 

1.8. With respect to claim 8/1 and 8/2, NELSON additionally discloses a second robot 
notifying the first. 

1.9. With respect to claim 9/1 and 9/2, NELSON additionally discloses the robot 
notifying the process. 

1.10. With respect to claim 10/1 and 10/2, NELSON additionally discloses the robot 
placing objects on a temporary placing table (990). 

1.11. With respect to claim 1 1/1 and 1 1/2, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot 
changing position of the container to assist the second robot to eliminate an 
abnormality which is unable to be eliminated by the second robot (826). 

1.12. With respect to claim 12, NELSON discloses a first robot having an articulated arm 
(912) and hand (910) for holding and taking out a container and conveying the 
container to a predetermined position (900), a second robot (970) for placing an 
object in the container, the first robot conveying the container to a second process. 

1.13. With respect to claim 13, NELSON discloses a first robot having an articulated arm 
(912) and hand (910) for holding and taking out a container and conveying the 
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container to a predetermined position, a second robot with a sensor for placing an 
object in the container, the first robot conveying the container to a second process. 

1.14. With respect to claim 14, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot changing 
position of the container. 

1.15. With respect to claim 15, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot changing 
position of the container. 

1.16. With respect to claim 16/12 and 16/13, NELSON additionally discloses the first 
robot having a sensor. 

1.17. With respect to claim 17/12 and 17/13, NELSON additionally discloses a signal 
indicating the number of objects remaining in the container. 

1.18. With respect to claim 18/12 and 18/13, NELSON additionally discloses a signal 
output if the number of objects remaining in the container satisfies a predetermined 
condition. 

1.19. With respect to claim 19/12 and 19/13, NELSON additionally discloses a second 
robot notifying the first. 

1.20. With respect to claim 20/12 and 20/13, NELSON additionally discloses the robot 
removing objects on a temporary placing table. 

1.21. With respect to claim 21/12 and 21/13, NELSON additionally discloses the first 
robot changing position of the container to assist the second robot to eliminate an 
abnormality which is unable to be eliminated by the second robot. 

1.22. With respect to claim 22, NELSON additionally discloses a visual sensor (Col. 14 
Li 27). 
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1.23. With respect to claim 23, NELSON additionally discloses a three-dimensional 
position sensor. 

1 .24. With respect to claim 24, NELSON discloses holding and taking out a container 
containing objects by a first robot having an articulated arm (912) and hand (910) , 
conveying and positioning the container, and holding and taking out an object and 
conveying the object to a process using a second robot. 

1.25. With respect to claim 25, NELSON discloses holding and taking out a container 
containing objects by a first robot having an articulated arm (912) and hand (910), 
conveying and positioning the container, holding and taking out an object and 
conveying the object to a process using a second robot and a sensor. 

1.26. With respect to claim 26/24 and 26/25, NELSON additionally discloses the first 
robot changing position of the container. 

1.27. With respect to claim 27/24 and 27/25, NELSON additionally discloses the first 
robot changing position of the container. 

1.28. With respect to claim 28/24 and 28/25, NELSON additionally discloses holding the 
container based on the detected position. 

1.29. With respect to claim 29/24 and 29/25, NELSON additionally discloses a signal 
indicating the number of objects remaining in the container. 

1.30. With respect to claim 30/24 and 30/25, NELSON additionally discloses a signal 
output if the number of objects remaining in the container satisfies a predetermined 
condition. 
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1.31. With respect to claim 31/24 and 31/25, NELSON additionally discloses notifying 
the first robot that the second holds the object. 

1.32. With respect to claim 32/24 and 32/25, NELSON additionally discloses the robot 
notifying the process. 

1.33. With respect to claim 33/24 and 33/25, NELSON additionally discloses the robot 
placing objects on a temporary placing table. 

1.34. With respect to claim 34/24 and 34/25, NELSON additionally discloses the first 
robot changing position of the container to assist the second robot to eliminate an 
abnormality which is unable to be eliminated by the second robot. 

1.35. With respect to claim 35, NELSON discloses holding and taking out a container 
from the second process, conveying and positioning the held container using a first 
robot having an articulated arm (912) and hand (910), sequentially holding and taking 
out objects from the first process, placing the objects in the container using the 
second robot and conveying the container using the first robot. 

1.36. With respect to claim 36, NELSON discloses holding and taking out a container 
from the second process, conveying and positioning the held container using a first 
robot having an articulated arm (912) and hand (910), sequentially holding and taking 
out objects from the first process, placing the objects in the container using the 
second robot, using a sensor, and conveying the container using the first robot. 

1.37. With respect to claim 37, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot changing 
position of the container. 
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1.38. With respect to claim 38, NELSON additionally discloses the first robot changing 
position of the container. 

1.39. With respect to claim 39/35 and 39/36, NELSON additionally discloses recognizing 
a position by a sensor. 

1.40. With respect to claim 40/35 and 40/36, NELSON additionally discloses a signal 
indicating the number of objects remaining in the container. 

1.41. With respect to claim 41/35 and 41/36, NELSON additionally discloses a signal 
output if the number of objects remaining in the container satisfies a predetermined 
condition. 

1.42. With respect to claim 42/35 and 42/36, NELSON additionally discloses a notifying 
the first robot that the object has been placed in the container. 

1.43. With respect to claim 43/35 and 43/36, NELSON additionally discloses the robot 
removing objects on a temporary placing table. 

1.44. With respect to claim 44/35 and 44/36, NELSON additionally discloses the first 
robot changing position of the container to assist the second robot to eliminate an 
abnormality which is unable to be eliminated by the second robot. 

1.45. With respect to claim 45/25 and 45/36, NELSON additionally discloses a visual 
sensor. 

1.46. With respect to claim 46/25 and 46/36, NELSON additionally discloses a three- 
dimensional position sensor. 

1 .47. With respect to claim 47, NELSON discloses a first robot (900) having an 
articulated arm (912) and hand (910) and second robot (970). 



Application/Control Number: 10/692,801 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3652 

III, Response to Applicant's Arguments 

Applicant's arguments entered 6/16/06 and 5/25/06 have been fully considered but are not 
persuasive. 

1.1. Applicant argues that NELSON does not anticipate claims 1-2, 12-13, 24-25, 35-36, 
and 47, as amended, because NELSON does not disclose the limitation added by 
amendment, namely, an articulated arm and a hand at the distal end thereof. This 
argument is not persuasive. NELSON discloses an articulated arm (912) and hand 
(910) within the broadest reasonable interpretation of those terms. The examiner 
acknowledges the distinction between the arm and hand described in applicant's 
preferred embodiment and that of NELSON, however, although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read 
into the claims. 

IV. Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

disclosure. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Charles N. Greenhut whose telephone number is (571) 272-1517. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 4:00pm EST. 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 

Eileen D. Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
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applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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